Berlin, February3rd, 2015

MY RIGHTIS YOURRIGHT—MANIFESTO
Network, Platform& Campaign

Weare an allianceof creativeartists, activists, lawyers, refugees, churchofficials, clubs, unionists,
neighborhoodinitiativesand manyother groupsandindividualsthat beganworkingtogetherwith the
campaign“MY RIGHTIS YOURRIGHT on November24th, 2014 at BallhausNaunynstral3e.What
connectsus is the wishfor strongerpolitical interventionsin regardsto Berlinrefugeepolicies. Weare
openingthe doorsof theatresand other public placesto the mattersof fairer politicsin the interests of
refugees. The protestsand organizationsof the refugeesin the GerhartHauptmannSchooland from
Oranienplatzare the startingpointsfor our engagement. Togetherwe are buildingup a political campaign.
Weorganize“NonParliamentaryRound Tables”at regularintervals. Out of our work-and coordinative
groupsa newand broadnetworkand (online) platformfor exchangehave developed: for work, education,
placesto sleep,languagecoursesand donationsas well as performances, actions,and demonstrations.
For us, thisis neitheraboutcharity nor humanitarianaid. Wewantto collectively pushfor a political change.
Whilewe opposePegidaandthe “Nein zum Heim”, we are notjusta spontaneousreactionagainstthe
mobilizationof the right. Weaimto establisha longterminfrastructurethat thematizesand works against
structuraland daily formsof racism.

Theasylumpoliciesin Germanyand Europehavefailed. The newwalls thatwerebuiltin andaround
Europeafter 1990signala continuationof Europeancolonialism. Peoplewhohave overcomethese
bordersat the risk of their ownlives havereportedabouttheir experiences. However, their voicesand
demandsare barely heard. While Germanenterpriseslike Heckler&Kochtransporttheirweaponsto
regionsof war, peopleare dyingin the MediterraneanSea, tryingto escapearmedconflictsand wars.
While the Europeangovemmentsare establishingtrade agreementsoutside of the EU that only further
solidify exploitationand poverty, peopleare prohibitedfrommigrating. Throughracial profiling, the police,
authoritiesand institutionsare continuingwithinthe EU whatthe borderpatrol agencyFrontexdoesat the
externalborders.

The processionsand dealingswith refugeesin Berlinhave shownthat this city is notthe openmetropolis
thatit claimsto be. The evictionof the protestcampsat Oranienplatzand the attemptedevictionof the
GerhartHauptmannSchule are examplesof the reality that for many peoplethereis no “welcoming
culture” ("Willkommenskultur”) here. In orderto changethis, a fundamentalchangeof perspectiveis
necessary. The ongoingprotestmovementsof refugeesand the solidarity with their struggleshave shown
alternatives: ‘Républiqueen fuite’, ‘Refugeelmpulse Club’, ‘Akademieder Autodidakten’,'SOSfor Human
Rights’, ‘International\WomenSpace’, MovementMagazin',‘Cucula’, ‘Jugendlicheohne Grenzen’, ‘African
RefugeesUnion’and manymore. Our campaignwantsto establishspacesfor empowermentin orderto
heightenthe visibility of the struggleagainstdiscrimination, since especially refugees/sanspapiersare
often confrontedwith multifaceteddiscrimination. Therightto stay (‘Bleiberecht”) is animportantstep,
butit doesnot ensure protectionagainstall formsof discrimination.

Thefactthat the Berliner Senate brokethe negotiatedagreementfor Oranienplatz, for whichpeoplefought
politically, andin turn has sent peopleto live on the streetsduringthe winter showshowlittle they value
humandignity. Thisis a causefor changeandto strongly presentthe demandsof the refugeesin many
directionsandways: Werejectthe isolationof peoplethroughplacingthemin Lagers. All people should
be ableto freely choosetheir place of residence. The Residenzpflicht thathasrobbedpeopleof their
freedomef-movementmustbe completelyabolished. Refugeesshouldalso be grantedthe rightto settlein



whichevercountrytheywouldlike withinthe EU. Therightto workand educationmustbe appliedto
everyone. Deportationsmustbe stopped. Differentasylumpoliciesin Gemrmanyandthe EU are possibleif
we collectivelydemandthemandtake mattersinto our ownhands.

YOURRIGHTIS MY RIGHT!MY RIGHTIS YOURRIGHT!



